SOAC report to the Curriculum Committee on the Environmental Awareness Outcome
Spring Semester 2015
The outcome reviewed in the 2013/14 academic year was the Environmental Awareness Outcome.
Environmental Awareness
It is the faculty's goal that students who earn a baccalaureate degree in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences will:
· explain the physical and biological interactions within ecosystems.
· explain how human activities impact the environment and how societies are affected by environmental change.
During the 2012/13 academic year the CALS Student Outcomes Assessment Committee developed a procedure and a rubric that academic programs could use to assess the Environmental Awareness Outcome. The procedure and rubric can be found at the following site: http://www.cals.iastate.edu/assessment/assessments .  However, programs were free to use whatever method they wished to assess their student’s achievement of this outcome.  
The table that follows this discussion summarizes the results from reports submitted by 18 of the College’s academic programs.  Five programs, Ag B, BiolA, EnscA, Gen and GRS had not submitted reports as of this writing.   The table shows 3 programs concluded their students were achieving the Environmental Awareness Outcome at the competent level (highest), 8 reported their students achieving it at the developing level (intermediate) and 7 of the reporting programs indicated their students were achieving at the emerging or lowest level.
A survey of the program action steps did not disclose a common strategy for improving student achievement in the reporting programs.  In fact, most program suggestions were specific to the perceived needs of the program as dictated by the focus of their curriculum.  
Recommendations
Most of the actions planned and recommendations made to improve student achievement were internal to the specific programs.  This internal focus seemed to stem from nearly all the programs defining environmental awareness as the awareness of environmental factors specific to the programs academic discipline and not necessarily from a more global or cross disciplinary definition.  While it is the opinion of the SOAC members that the improvement plans and strategies in the reports submitted are reasonable and should prove effective, committee members questioned whether the original intent of the outcome was indeed cross disciplinary in nature.    Therefore, the SOAC puts forth the following recommendations:
1) CALS faculty should enter into a discussion to more clearly define the intent of the Environmental Awareness Outcome.  Should it be defined in a more cross disciplinary way?  Should we expect our graduates to be aware of how human activities impact the environment in areas outside the purview of their program disciplines?  If the answers to those questions are yes, then the SOAC submits a second recommendation.
2) CALS should design and implement a cross disciplinary plan to help our students achieve the Environmental Awareness Outcome. One of the reasons the programs defined this outcome as they did is because the programs only control the content of the courses they teach.  They have no content control of courses outside their departments nor do they receive assessment data for courses outside their departments. Therefore, if the intent is cross disciplinary, a college level cross disciplinary group must review or design courses or experiences that help CALS students achieve this outcome.  Also, a mechanism needs to be put in place to either assess the outcome at the college level or feed assessment data to individual programs for assessment.


Addendum:
The preceding report is the SOAC report to the CALS Curriculum Committee.  The following programs submitted their program assessments to the SOAC after the recommendations were submitted to the curriculum committee: Agriculture Business, Biology, Environmental Science, Genetics and Global Resource Systems.  Questions concerning these assessments and the recommendations resulting from them should be addressed to the chair of the CALS SOAC.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Submitted to the CALS Curriculum Committee May 12, 2015
Tom Polito, Chair SOAC
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Environmental Awareness

Program Status Evidence Feedback Action
We discussed strategies for improving students' skills in this area by incorporating
ecosystem needs assessment-type exercises in more courses, and to address this in
sequences of courses where we could "scaffold" learning experiences to support
32% to 71% of students attaining competent level or above |Discussed with NREM Outcomes Assessment Committee in April and with student learning, and opportunities to address this in new courses that are being
A Ecl Emerging using rubrics applied to course exercises as per report tables|whole NREM faculty in May 2014. offered in the A Ecl curriculum.
AgB No Report
The assessment was based on a survey of students’ Resultjs have been reviewed and discussed bY the departmental curriculum A recommendation that a college wide discussion take place to identify the courses that
. . L committee (a. The report has been shared with AGEDS faculty to encourage . . . . . -
environmental attitude, knowledge and activity . . . . will help students achieve this outcome and do so in a way that avoids duplication but
) participation. The results are in Table 17 of the report. mclus!on of CALS fenwronmental awareness [earning outcome on course provides reinforcement.
Ag ED Developing syllabi as appropriate.
The assessment was based on a survey of students’ RESUIt_S have been reviewed and discussed bY the departmental curriculum A recommendation that a college wide discussion take place to identify the courses that
environmental attitude, knowledge and activity Fommﬁtee (a. The report has been shared with A_GEDS faculty to encourage will help students achieve this outcome and do so in a way that avoids duplication but
) participation. The results are in Table 17 of the report. mclus!on of CALS fenwronmental awareness learning outcome on course provides reinforcement.
Ag St Developing syllabi as appropriate.
1) The assessment will be repeated in 2014-2015 to get another year’s
data and a larger sample size. 2) We will seek to use artifacts from the
Emerging, however, this course(s) mapped to this outcome as the basis for future assessments. 3)
information only represents 25% of | We assessed the environmental awareness of graduating The Assessment Committee was responsible for the assessment. Their final A major curriculum revision is in process that includes the goal of
the graduating seniors and one seniors enrolled in the Spring 2014 Agron 410 on 8 April. report was discussed and accepted by the Departmental Curriculum providing a systematic focus on the physical, biological, chemical and
Agron year's data. See report for details Committee. human consequences and their interactions on the environment.
Survey of teachers whose courses list environmental The report of results have been shared with the outomes assessment A set of several recommendations were formed. Some to the curriculum committee
awareness outcomes show almost no direct instruction committee for endorsement. The report will be shared with the curricluk which will consider course and program of study alterations to be more direct and
offered toward CALS outcomes. In cases where instruction |[committee with attached recommendations for improvement of instruction |purposeful in the way the department appraoches this outcome. Some
is offered, lessons are almost always indirectly related to toward these outomes. The results of this survey shared and discussed at recommedations were made to the outcomes assessment committee at both the
the outcome, but not direct its intention to develop the facultry retreat and breakout session formed to consider options for departmrtnal and college level to consier alternative ways in which to assess studnet
AnS emerging ability. See report for details of survey administered. improvement. abilities. No changes yet made, as report was just filed in July, 2014.
Only one of the two options in AST offer significant A timeline of continuous improvement activities have been developed. The first action
Competent (ag & biosystems instructional exposure to environmental awareness. For The technology curriculum committee has developed a structured continuous |item is to transform the environmental awareness rubric so that it can be used with the
management option); Emerging this reason, indirect assessment measures were used. See |improvement process that will enhnace the ability of the department to AST curriculum. Once the instrument is developed, direct measures will be undertaken.
AST (machine systems option) the report for more detail on the reason for this decision. directly measure environmental awareness. Action items will be based on data findings.
Report submitted but no summary
BBMB provided
Biol No Report
Results have been reviewed and discussed by the outcomes assessment
Student reflections after attending the 'Food Dialogues' committee. The report will be shared with FSHN faculty to encourage Environmental awareness has been added to the departmental grid of learning
were randomly selected from a senior/upper level capstone |inclusion of CALS environmental awareness learning outcome on course outcomes. FSHN faculty will be encouraged to include CALS environmental awareness
course. Students responded to identifying how human syllabi as appropriate. FSHN faculty will be included in discussion relative to  |learning outcome on course syllabi as appropriate. Special topics sesssion (Spring 2015)
activities impact the environment and society is affected by |assessing learning outcomes, including environmental awarenss, using to focus on identifying key assigments addressing learning outcomes and consideration
CS developing environmental change. (see tables 2 and 3 in report) common rubrics. of common departmental rubrics.
Survey of teachers whose courses list environmental The report of results have been shared with the outomes assessment A set of several recommendations were formed. Some to the curriculum committee
awareness outcomes show almost no direct instruction committee for endorsement. The report will be shared with the curricluk which will consider course and program of study alterations to be more direct and
offered toward CALS outcomes. In cases where instruction |[committee with attached recommendations for improvement of instruction |purposeful in the way the department appraoches this outcome. Some
is offered, lessons are almost always indirectly related to toward these outomes. The results of this survey shared and discussed at recommedations were made to the outcomes assessment committee at both the
the outcome, but not direct its intention to develop the facultry retreat and breakout session formed to consider options for departmrtnal and college level to consier alternative ways in which to assess studnet
Dy S emerging ability. See report for details of survey administered. improvement. abilities. No changes yet made, as report was just filed in July, 2014.
Results have been reviewed and discussed by the outcomes assessment
Student reflections after attending the 'Food Dialogues' committee. The report will be shared with FSHN faculty to encourage Environmental awareness has been added to the departmental grid of learning
were randomly selected from a senior/upper level capstone |inclusion of CALS environmental awareness learning outcome on course outcomes. FSHN faculty will be encouraged to include CALS environmental awareness
course. Students responded to identifying how human syllabi as appropriate. FSHN faculty will be included in discussion relative to  |learning outcome on course syllabi as appropriate. Special topics sesssion (Spring 2015)
activities impact the environment and society is affected by |assessing learning outcomes, including environmental awarenss, using to focus on identifying key assigments addressing learning outcomes and consideration
DietA developing environmental change. (see tables 2 and 3 in report) common rubrics. of common departmental rubrics.
Results have been reviewed and discussed by the outcomes assessment
Student reflections after attending the 'Food Dialogues' committee. The report will be shared with FSHN faculty to encourage Environmental awareness has been added to the departmental grid of learning
were randomly selected from a senior/upper level capstone |inclusion of CALS environmental awareness learning outcome on course outcomes. FSHN faculty will be encouraged to include CALS environmental awareness
course. Students responded to identifying how human syllabi as appropriate. FSHN faculty will be included in discussion relative to  |learning outcome on course syllabi as appropriate. Special topics sesssion (Spring 2015)
activities impact the environment and society is affected by |assessing learning outcomes, including environmental awarenss, using to focus on identifying key assigments addressing learning outcomes and consideration
Diet & Ex |developing environmental change. (see tables 2 and 3 in report) common rubrics. of common departmental rubrics.
ENScA No Report
Results have been reviewed and discussed by the outcomes assessment
Student reflections after attending the 'Food Dialogues' committee. The report will be shared with FSHN faculty to encourage Environmental awareness has been added to the departmental grid of learning
were randomly selected from a senior/upper level capstone |inclusion of CALS environmental awareness learning outcome on course outcomes. FSHN faculty will be encouraged to include CALS environmental awareness
course. Students responded to identifying how human syllabi as appropriate. FSHN faculty will be included in discussion relative to  [learning outcome on course syllabi as appropriate. Special topics sesssion (Spring 2015)
activities impact the environment and society is affected by [assessing learning outcomes, including environmental awarenss, using to focus on identifying key assigments addressing learning outcomes and consideration
FSc developing environmental change. (see tables 2 and 3 in report) common rubrics. of common departmental rubrics.
We discussed strategies for improving students' skills in this area by focusing on the
68% (sophomores) to 86% (seniors) attaining competent or evaluative components of this outcome as per our rubric, and identified courses where
exemplary rating using rubric applied to in-class exercises Discussed with NREM Outcomes Assessment Committee in April and with we could "scaffold" learning experiences to support student learning, as well as
For Competent and included in report tables whole NREM faculty in May 2014. opportunities to address this in new courses that are being offered in NREM.
Gen No Report
GRS No Report
This topic is incorporated within several courses including
Hort 342, Hort 351, Hort 381, Hort 424, and Hort 444. HORT
444 was selected as a sample population of senior
horticulture majors. With the information covered in Hort
444, paired with their exam question scores, it seems the
students have a good base to build on future information, The Department of Horticulture will continue to monitor assignments that evaluate
so these students identify between competent and This report was shared with the Department of Horticulture Outcomes environmental awareness within it's curriculum to ensure Horticulture graduates are
Hort emerging emerging. Assessment Committee, plus the Department of Horticulture Chair. meeting this CALS’s proficiency requirement.
Neither of the options in I-TECH offer significant
instructional exposure to environmental awareness. For A timeline of continuous improvement activities have been developed. The first action
this reason, an indirect measure of assessment was used. The technology curriculum committee has developed a structured continuous |item is to transform the environmental awareness rubric so that it can be used with the
See the report for more detail on the reason for this improvement process that will enhnace the ability of the department to I-TEC curriculum. Once the instrument is developed, direct measures will be
| Tech Emerging decision. directly measure environmental awareness. undertaken. Action items will be based on data findings.
Student performance relative to the CALS
environmental awareness outcomes was assessed by
instructors of core courses within the Microbiology The report has been distributed to the faculty that teach in the
curriculum. Outcomes were assessed from a undergraduate microbiology program. It will be discussed at an No action has been taken at this time. It is likely that we will need to do a more
microbiological perspective. See the report for details |upcoming faculty meeting and a strategy developed to strengthen our intentional job of addressing some of the CALS environmental awareness
Micro developing of the survey administered. program in the attainment of environmental awareness outcomes. outcomes.
Results have been reviewed and discussed by the outcomes assessment
Student reflections after attending the 'Food Dialogues' committee. The report will be shared with FSHN faculty to encourage Environmental awareness has been added to the departmental grid of learning
were randomly selected from a senior/upper level capstone |inclusion of CALS environmental awareness learning outcome on course outcomes. FSHN faculty will be encouraged to include CALS environmental awareness
course. Students responded to identifying how human syllabi as appropriate. FSHN faculty will be included in discussion relative to  |learning outcome on course syllabi as appropriate. Special topics sesssion (Spring 2015)
activities impact the environment and society is affected by [assessing learning outcomes, including environmental awarenss, using to focus on identifying key assigments addressing learning outcomes and consideration
NSc developing environmental change. (see tables 2 and 3 in report) common rubrics. of common departmental rubrics.
The human and social dimensions of environmental The major recommendation is that Soc 382: Environmental Sociology become a
awareness are incorporated in Soc 325. An essay from this [The assessment report will be shared with the curriculum committee with required course for all majors. This course, together with Soc 325, will be used in the
A&S Competent class was used for the assessment (see report) recommendations for improvement. furture to assess environmental awareness.

* To indicate how students are achieving this outcome please use one of the following designations: Competent, Develpoing, Emerging

Evidence: What evidence was used to reach the conclusions about how well the outcomes were met. Most programs included data tables in their reports.

In those cases, a simple "See report tables" should be sufficient. If your program report included other forms of evidence, please briefly describe it.
Feedback: Where or how have the results of the environmental awareness outcomes assessment been shared or discussed within the program.

Action: What action has been taken or is planned in response to the assessment of the environmental awareness outcomes. Please do not leave this area blank. If no action is planned, please indicate "none."










Environmental	Awareness

Program Status Evidence

A	Ecl Emerging

32%	to	71%	of	students	attaining	competent	level	or	above	

using	rubrics	applied	to	course	exercises	as	per	report	tables

Ag	B

No	Report 	

Ag	ED Developing

The	assessment	was	based	on	a	survey	of	students’	

environmental	attitude,	knowledge	and	activity	

participation.		The	results	are	in	Table	17	of	the	report.

Ag	St Developing

The	assessment	was	based	on	a	survey	of	students’	

environmental	attitude,	knowledge	and	activity	

participation.		The	results	are	in	Table	17	of	the	report.

Agron

Emerging,	however,	this	

information	only	represents	25%	of	

the	graduating	seniors	and	one	

year's	data.

We	assessed	the	environmental	awareness	of	graduating	

seniors	enrolled	in	the	Spring	2014	Agron	410	on	8	April.			

See	report	for	details

An	S emerging

Survey	of	teachers	whose	courses	list	environmental	

awareness	outcomes	show	almost	no	direct	instruction	

offered	toward	CALS	outcomes.		In	cases	where	instruction	

is	offered,	lessons	are	almost	always	indirectly	related	to	

the	outcome,	but	not	direct	its	intention	to	develop	the	

ability.		See	report	for	details	of	survey	administered.	

AST

Competent	(ag	&	biosystems	

management	option);	Emerging	

(machine	systems	option)

	Only	one	of	the	two	options	in	AST	offer	significant	

instructional	exposure	to	environmental	awareness.		For	

this	reason,	indirect	assessment	measures	were	used.		See	

the	report	for	more	detail	on	the	reason	for	this	decision.	

BBMB

	Report	submitted	but	no	summary	

provided 	

Biol

No	Report 	

CS developing

Student	reflections	after	attending	the	'Food	Dialogues'	

were	randomly	selected	from	a	senior/upper	level	capstone	

course.	Students	responded	to	identifying	how	human	

activities	impact	the	environment	and	society	is	affected	by	

environmental	change.		(see	tables	2	and	3	in	report)

Dy	S emerging

Survey	of	teachers	whose	courses	list	environmental	

awareness	outcomes	show	almost	no	direct	instruction	

offered	toward	CALS	outcomes.		In	cases	where	instruction	

is	offered,	lessons	are	almost	always	indirectly	related	to	

the	outcome,	but	not	direct	its	intention	to	develop	the	

ability.		See	report	for	details	of	survey	administered.	

DietA developing

Student	reflections	after	attending	the	'Food	Dialogues'	

were	randomly	selected	from	a	senior/upper	level	capstone	

course.	Students	responded	to	identifying	how	human	

activities	impact	the	environment	and	society	is	affected	by	

environmental	change.		(see	tables	2	and	3	in	report)

Diet	&	Ex developing

Student	reflections	after	attending	the	'Food	Dialogues'	

were	randomly	selected	from	a	senior/upper	level	capstone	

course.	Students	responded	to	identifying	how	human	

activities	impact	the	environment	and	society	is	affected	by	

environmental	change.		(see	tables	2	and	3	in	report)

ENScA

No	Report

FSc developing

Student	reflections	after	attending	the	'Food	Dialogues'	

were	randomly	selected	from	a	senior/upper	level	capstone	

course.	Students	responded	to	identifying	how	human	

activities	impact	the	environment	and	society	is	affected	by	

environmental	change.		(see	tables	2	and	3	in	report)

For Competent

68%	(sophomores)	to	86%	(seniors)	attaining	competent	or	

exemplary	rating	using	rubric	applied	to	in-class	exercises	

and	included	in	report	tables

Gen

No	Report

GRS

No	Report

Hort emerging

This	topic	is	incorporated	within	several	courses	including	

Hort	342,	Hort	351,	Hort	381,	Hort	424,	and	Hort	444.	HORT	

444	was	selected	as	a	sample	population	of	senior	

horticulture	majors.	With	the	information	covered	in	Hort	

444,	paired	with	their	exam	question	scores,	it	seems	the	

students	have	a	good	base	to	build	on	future	information,	

so	these	students	identify	between	competent	and	

emerging.

I	Tech Emerging

	Neither	of	the	options	in	I-TECH	offer	significant	

instructional	exposure	to	environmental	awareness.		For	

this	reason,	an	indirect	measure	of	assessment	was	used.	

See	the	report	for	more	detail	on	the	reason	for	this	

decision.	

Micro

developing

Student	performance	relative	to	the	CALS	

environmental	awareness	outcomes	was	assessed	by	

instructors	of	core	courses	within	the	Microbiology	

curriculum.		Outcomes	were	assessed	from	a	

microbiological	perspective.	See	the	report	for	details	

of	the	survey	administered.

NSc developing

Student	reflections	after	attending	the	'Food	Dialogues'	

were	randomly	selected	from	a	senior/upper	level	capstone	

course.	Students	responded	to	identifying	how	human	

activities	impact	the	environment	and	society	is	affected	by	

environmental	change.		(see	tables	2	and	3	in	report)

A&S

Competent

The	human	and	social	dimensions	of	environmental	

awareness	are	incorporated	in	Soc	325.	An	essay	from	this	

class	was	used	for	the	assessment	(see	report)

*	To	indicate	how	students	are	achieving	this	outcome	please	use	one	of	the	following	designations:	Competent , 	 D e v e l p o i n g , 	 E m e r g i n g

Evidence:	What	evidence	was	used	to	reach	the	conclusions	about	how	well	the	outcomes	were	met.		Most	p

r

o g r a m s 	 i n c l u d e d 	 d a t a 	 t a b l e s 	 i n 	 t h e i r 	 r e p o r t s . 	 	

In	those	cases,	a	simple	"See	report	tables"	should	be	sufficient.		If	your	program	report	included	oth e r 	 f o r m s 	 o f 	 e v i d e n c e , 	 p l e a s e 	 b r i e f l y 	 d e s c r i b e 	 i t . 	

Feedback:		Where	or	how	have	the	results	of	the	environmental	awareness	outcomes	assessment	been	shared	 o r 	 d i s c u s s e d 	 w i t h i n 	 t h e 	 p r o g r a m .

Action:	What	action	has	been	taken	or	is	planned	in	response	to	the	assessment	of	the	environmental	awarene s s 	 o u t c o m e s . 	 	 P l e a s e 	 d o 	 n o t 	 l e a v e 	 t h i s 	 a r e a 	 b l a n k . 	 	 I f 	 n o 	 a c t i o n 	 i s 	 p l a n n e d , 	 p l e a s e 	 i n d i c a t e 	 " n o n e . "

Feedback Action

Discussed	with	NREM	Outcomes	Assessment	Committee	in	April	and	with	

whole	NREM	faculty	in	May	2014.		

We	discussed	strategies	for	improving	students'	skills	in	this	area	by	incorporating	

ecosystem	needs	assessment-type	exercises	in	more	courses,	and	to	address	this	in	

sequences	of	courses	where	we	could	"scaffold"	learning	experiences	to	support	

student	learning,	and	opportunities	to	address	this	in	new	courses	that	are	being	

offered	in	the	A	Ecl	curriculum.

	 	

Results	have	been	reviewed	and	discussed	by	the	departmental	curriculum	

committee	(a.	The	report	has	been	shared	with	AGEDS	faculty	to	encourage	

inclusion	of	CALS	environmental	awareness	learning	outcome	on	course	

syllabi	as	appropriate.	

A	recommendation	that	a	college	wide	discussion	take	place	to	identify	the	courses	that	

will	help	students	achieve	this	outcome	and	do	so	in	a	way	that	avoids	duplication	but	

provides	reinforcement.		

Results	have	been	reviewed	and	discussed	by	the	departmental	curriculum	

committee	(a.	The	report	has	been	shared	with	AGEDS	faculty	to	encourage	

inclusion	of	CALS	environmental	awareness	learning	outcome	on	course	

syllabi	as	appropriate.	

A	recommendation	that	a	college	wide	discussion	take	place	to	identify	the	courses	that	

will	help	students	achieve	this	outcome	and	do	so	in	a	way	that	avoids	duplication	but	

provides	reinforcement.		

The	Assessment	Committee	was	responsible	for	the	assessment.		Their	final	

report	was	discussed	and	accepted	by	the	Departmental	Curriculum	

Committee.

1)	The	assessment	will	be	repeated	in	2014-2015	to	get	another	year’s	

data	and	a	larger	sample	size.		2)	We	will	seek	to	use	artifacts	from	the	

course(s)	mapped	to	this	outcome	as	the	basis	for	future	assessments.		3)	

A	major	curriculum	revision	is	in	process	that	includes	the	goal	of	

providing	a	systematic	focus	on	the	physical,	biological,	chemical	and	

human	consequences	and	their	interactions	on	the	environment.

The	report	of	results	have	been	shared	with	the	outomes	assessment	

committee	for	endorsement.	The	report	will	be	shared	with	the	curricluk	

committee	with	attached	recommendations	for	improvement	of	instruction	

toward	these	outomes.		The	results	of	this	survey	shared	and	discussed	at	

facultry	retreat	and	breakout	session	formed	to	consider	options	for	

improvement.

A	set	of	several	recommendations	were	formed.			Some	to	the	curriculum	committee	

which	will	consider	course	and	program	of	study	alterations	to	be	more	direct	and	

purposeful	in	the	way	the	department	appraoches	this	outcome.		Some	

recommedations	were	made	to	the	outcomes	assessment	committee	at	both	the	

departmrtnal	and	college	level	to	consier	alternative	ways	in	which	to	assess	studnet	

abilities.	No	changes	yet	made,	as	report	was	just	filed	in	July,	2014.	

The	technology	curriculum	committee	has	developed	a	structured	continuous	

improvement	process	that	will	enhnace		the	ability	of	the	department	to	

directly	measure	environmental	awareness.	

A	timeline	of	continuous	improvement	activities	have	been	developed.	The	first	action	

item	is	to	transform	the	environmental	awareness	rubric	so	that	it	can	be	used	with	the	

AST	curriculum.	Once	the	instrument	is	developed,	direct	measures	will	be	undertaken.	

Action	items	will	be	based	on	data	findings.	

	 	

	 	

Results	have	been	reviewed	and	discussed	by	the	outcomes	assessment	

committee.	The	report	will	be	shared	with	FSHN	faculty	to	encourage	

inclusion	of	CALS	environmental	awareness	learning	outcome	on	course	

syllabi	as	appropriate.	FSHN	faculty	will	be	included	in	discussion	relative	to	

assessing	learning	outcomes,	including	environmental	awarenss,	using	

common	rubrics.	

Environmental	awareness	has	been	added	to	the	departmental	grid	of	learning	

outcomes.	FSHN	faculty	will	be	encouraged	to	include	CALS	environmental	awareness	

learning	outcome	on	course	syllabi	as	appropriate.		Special	topics	sesssion	(Spring	2015)	

to	focus	on	identifying	key	assigments	addressing	learning	outcomes	and	consideration	

of	common	departmental	rubrics.	

The	report	of	results	have	been	shared	with	the	outomes	assessment	

committee	for	endorsement.	The	report	will	be	shared	with	the	curricluk	

committee	with	attached	recommendations	for	improvement	of	instruction	

toward	these	outomes.		The	results	of	this	survey	shared	and	discussed	at	

facultry	retreat	and	breakout	session	formed	to	consider	options	for	

improvement.

A	set	of	several	recommendations	were	formed.			Some	to	the	curriculum	committee	

which	will	consider	course	and	program	of	study	alterations	to	be	more	direct	and	

purposeful	in	the	way	the	department	appraoches	this	outcome.		Some	

recommedations	were	made	to	the	outcomes	assessment	committee	at	both	the	

departmrtnal	and	college	level	to	consier	alternative	ways	in	which	to	assess	studnet	

abilities.	No	changes	yet	made,	as	report	was	just	filed	in	July,	2014.	

Results	have	been	reviewed	and	discussed	by	the	outcomes	assessment	

committee.	The	report	will	be	shared	with	FSHN	faculty	to	encourage	

inclusion	of	CALS	environmental	awareness	learning	outcome	on	course	

syllabi	as	appropriate.	FSHN	faculty	will	be	included	in	discussion	relative	to	

assessing	learning	outcomes,	including	environmental	awarenss,	using	

common	rubrics.	

Environmental	awareness	has	been	added	to	the	departmental	grid	of	learning	

outcomes.	FSHN	faculty	will	be	encouraged	to	include	CALS	environmental	awareness	

learning	outcome	on	course	syllabi	as	appropriate.		Special	topics	sesssion	(Spring	2015)	

to	focus	on	identifying	key	assigments	addressing	learning	outcomes	and	consideration	

of	common	departmental	rubrics.	

Results	have	been	reviewed	and	discussed	by	the	outcomes	assessment	

committee.	The	report	will	be	shared	with	FSHN	faculty	to	encourage	

inclusion	of	CALS	environmental	awareness	learning	outcome	on	course	

syllabi	as	appropriate.	FSHN	faculty	will	be	included	in	discussion	relative	to	

assessing	learning	outcomes,	including	environmental	awarenss,	using	

common	rubrics.	

Environmental	awareness	has	been	added	to	the	departmental	grid	of	learning	

outcomes.	FSHN	faculty	will	be	encouraged	to	include	CALS	environmental	awareness	

learning	outcome	on	course	syllabi	as	appropriate.		Special	topics	sesssion	(Spring	2015)	

to	focus	on	identifying	key	assigments	addressing	learning	outcomes	and	consideration	

of	common	departmental	rubrics.	

Results	have	been	reviewed	and	discussed	by	the	outcomes	assessment	

committee.	The	report	will	be	shared	with	FSHN	faculty	to	encourage	

inclusion	of	CALS	environmental	awareness	learning	outcome	on	course	

syllabi	as	appropriate.	FSHN	faculty	will	be	included	in	discussion	relative	to	

assessing	learning	outcomes,	including	environmental	awarenss,	using	

common	rubrics.	

Environmental	awareness	has	been	added	to	the	departmental	grid	of	learning	

outcomes.	FSHN	faculty	will	be	encouraged	to	include	CALS	environmental	awareness	

learning	outcome	on	course	syllabi	as	appropriate.		Special	topics	sesssion	(Spring	2015)	

to	focus	on	identifying	key	assigments	addressing	learning	outcomes	and	consideration	

of	common	departmental	rubrics.	

Discussed	with	NREM	Outcomes	Assessment	Committee	in	April	and	with	

whole	NREM	faculty	in	May	2014.		

We	discussed	strategies	for	improving	students'	skills	in	this	area	by	focusing	on	the	

evaluative	components	of	this	outcome	as	per	our	rubric,	and	identified	courses	where	

we	could	"scaffold"	learning	experiences	to	support	student	learning,	as	well	as	

opportunities	to	address	this	in	new	courses	that	are	being	offered	in	NREM.

This	report	was	shared	with	the	Department	of	Horticulture	Outcomes	

Assessment	Committee,	plus	the	Department	of	Horticulture	Chair.

The	Department	of	Horticulture	will	continue	to	monitor	assignments	that	evaluate	

environmental	awareness	within	it's	curriculum	to	ensure	Horticulture	graduates	are	

meeting		this	CALS’s	proficiency	requirement.	

The	technology	curriculum	committee	has	developed	a	structured	continuous	

improvement	process	that	will	enhnace		the	ability	of	the	department	to	

directly	measure	environmental	awareness.	

A	timeline	of	continuous	improvement	activities	have	been	developed.	The	first	action	

item	is	to	transform	the	environmental	awareness	rubric	so	that	it	can	be	used	with	the	

I-TEC	curriculum.	Once	the	instrument	is	developed,	direct	measures	will	be	

undertaken.	Action	items	will	be	based	on	data	findings.	

The	report	has	been	distributed	to	the	faculty	that	teach	in	the	

undergraduate	microbiology	program.		It	will	be	discussed	at	an	

upcoming	faculty	meeting	and	a	strategy	developed	to	strengthen	our	

program	in	the	attainment	of	environmental	awareness	outcomes.

No	action	has	been	taken	at	this	time.		It	is	likely	that	we	will	need	to	do	a	more	

intentional	job	of	addressing	some	of	the	CALS	environmental	awareness	

outcomes.

Results	have	been	reviewed	and	discussed	by	the	outcomes	assessment	

committee.	The	report	will	be	shared	with	FSHN	faculty	to	encourage	

inclusion	of	CALS	environmental	awareness	learning	outcome	on	course	

syllabi	as	appropriate.	FSHN	faculty	will	be	included	in	discussion	relative	to	

assessing	learning	outcomes,	including	environmental	awarenss,	using	

common	rubrics.	

Environmental	awareness	has	been	added	to	the	departmental	grid	of	learning	

outcomes.	FSHN	faculty	will	be	encouraged	to	include	CALS	environmental	awareness	

learning	outcome	on	course	syllabi	as	appropriate.		Special	topics	sesssion	(Spring	2015)	

to	focus	on	identifying	key	assigments	addressing	learning	outcomes	and	consideration	

of	common	departmental	rubrics.	

The	assessment	report	will	be	shared	with	the	curriculum	committee	with	

recommendations	for	improvement.	

The	major	recommendation	is	that	Soc	382:	Environmental	Sociology	become	a	

required	course	for	all	majors.	This	course,	together	with	Soc	325,	will	be	used	in	the	

furture	to	assess	environmental	awareness.

* 	 T o 	 i n d i c a t e 	 h o w 	 s t u d e n t s 	 a r e 	 a c h i e v i n g 	 t h i s 	 o u t c o m e 	 p l e a s e 	 u s e 	 o n e 	 o f 	 t h e 	 f o l l o w i n g 	 d e s i g n a t i o n s : 	 C o m p e tent,	Develpoing,	Emerging

E v i d e n c e : 	 W h a t 	 e v i d e n c e 	 w a s 	 u s e d 	 t o 	 r e a c h 	 t h e 	 c o n c l u s i o n s 	 a b o u t 	 h o w 	 w e l l 	 t h e 	 o u t c o m e s 	 w e r e 	 m e t . 	 	 M o s t 	

p

rograms	included	data	tables	in	their	reports.		

I n 	 t h o s e 	 c a s e s , 	 a 	 s i m p l e 	 " S e e 	 r e p o r t 	 t a b l e s " 	 s h o u l d 	 b e 	 s u f f i c i e n t . 	 	 I f 	 y o u r 	 p r o g r a m 	 r e p o r t 	 i n c l u d e d	other	forms	of	evidence,	please	briefly	describe	it.	

F e e d b a c k : 	 	 W h e r e 	 o r 	 h o w 	 h a v e 	 t h e 	 r e s u l t s 	 o f 	 t h e 	 e n v i r o n m e n t a l 	 a w a r e n e s s 	 o u t c o m e s 	 a s s e s s m e n t 	 b e e n 	 s h a red	or	discussed	within	the	program.

A c t i o n : 	 W h a t 	 a c t i o n 	 h a s 	 b e e n 	 t a k e n 	 o r 	 i s 	 p l a n n e d 	 i n 	 r e s p o n s e 	 t o 	 t h e 	 a s s e s s m e n t 	 o f 	 t h e 	 e n v i r o n m e n t a l 	 a w a r eness	outcomes.		Please	do	not	leave	this	area	blank.		If	no	action	is	planned,	please	indicate	"none."


